
 

Checkbook Genius 

Checkbook Genius Hyper Edition 

 

 

 

Version 1.5.0 Userõs Guide 

 
Charles Tatum II 
Small Screen Software 
 
 
June 2010 
 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copyright © 2010 Charles Tatum II 

Cover photograph by Charles Tatum II 

¦ǎŜǊΩǎ DǳƛŘŜ wŜǾƛǎƛƻƴΥ мΦл 

 

 

No part of this manual may be reproduced without the expressed written consent of the author.  All 

rights reserved. 
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άhǇŜƴhŦŦƛŎŜέ ƛǎ an application title of the OpenOffice.org project. 

άtŀȅtŀƭέ ƛǎ ŀ Ǌegistered trademark of PayPal, Inc. 
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Introduction 

 What exactly is Checkbook Genius?  Checkbook Genius is an electronic checkbook register and 

personal finance system.  You can use Checkbook Genius to keep track of deposits, withdrawals, checks, 

charges, payments, and other transactions on your Android device quickly and easily.  If you have 

Checkbook Genius Hyper Edition, you have the power to control more than one account.  But regardless 

ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ /ƘŜŎƪōƻƻƪ DŜƴƛǳǎ Ŏŀƴ ŦǊŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ a paper 

checkbook register to keep track of everything. 

 

 

Whatõs New In Version 1.5.0? 

 With Version 1.5.0, there are several new conveniences waiting for you.  IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜǿ 

version has: 

¶ Preset Transactions.  Presets allow you to predefine any transaction for future use with a preset 

payee and amount.  This is perfect for those with a budget or a lot of regular expenses! 

¶ Larger-Screen Support.  If you have a larger-screen Android 2.x device such as the Droid, the 

Nexus One, or any of the latest generation of Android phones, Checkbook Genius now fills the 

screen completely.  

¶ Marking Transactions Prior To A Specific Date.  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

transactions over many months, you no longer have to go through the tedium of tapping each 

individual one and tapping the Cleared check box.  Now you can specify a date cutoff and mark 

as cleared all transactions prior to the date you choose! 

¶ Number Pad Entry.  Requested by many, when you enter a number, you now get a numeric 

keypad with which to enter numbers. 

¶ Scratch Pad Visible in Transactions Screen (Hyper Edition only).  Now you can see your scratch 

pad from your Transactions screen without having to back out to the Accounts screen.   

¶ Various Visual Improvements.  Clean-up of headings, the account color selector and other 

cosmetic changes. 
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!ƴŘΧƧǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜn all the other cool features Checkbook Genius has 

from previous versions, here they are again! 

 

¶ Sorting on the Accounts Screen.  You can sort the accounts in one of these six ways: Acct Name 

A to Z, Acct Name Z to A, Acct Type A to Z, Acct Type Z to A, Biggest to smallest balance, Smallest 

to biggest balance.  

¶ Transfers (Hyper Edition Only).  You can transfer funds directly between accounts. 

¶ Sorting on the Transactions Screen.  You can sort the transactions in one of these eight ways: 

Latest to earliest date, Earliest to latest data, Payee A to Z, Payee Z to A, Biggest to smallest 

amount, Smallest to biggest amount, Cleared entries at top, Cleared entries at bottom.  

¶ Reconciliation.  With this feature, Checkbook Genius totals up all transactions not marked as 

ŎƭŜŀǊŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎǳōǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘΩǎ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

difference is automatically added or subtracted from your account. 

¶ Auto-fill of payees.  Less typing!  WƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŜƴǘŜǊ ŀ ǇŀȅŜŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǎŀǾŜŘΦ  !ŦǘŜǊ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŀȅŜŜ ƴŀƳŜΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǇŀȅŜŜǎΦ  Wǳǎǘ ǘŀǇ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ 

you want to use.  

¶ Many account types.  Checkbook Genius provides you these account types: Checking, Savings, 

Credit Card, IRA, Investment, Debit Card and Cash/Tips. 

¶ Changeable Low Balance Indicator.  ̧ ƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ άƭƻǿέΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΩǎ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ 

drops below the figure you set, it appears in yellow. 

¶ Password protection.  5ƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴ-locking your Android phone?  Use this. 

¶ Thumb-Tab Scrolling.  Have a lot of transactions?  Get to the bottom of that list by using the 

thumb-tab scrolling control.  The thumb-tab scrolling control appears when more than 20 

transactions are present and you attempt to scroll. 

 

 A big Thank You to everyone who reported bugs and made suggestions ς ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 

Checkbook Genius continues to grow in popularity!   
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Manual Conventions 

 The name  ά/ƘŜŎƪōƻƻƪ DŜƴƛǳǎέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ά/ƘŜŎƪōƻƻƪ DŜƴƛǳǎ ŀƴŘ 

/ƘŜŎƪōƻƻƪ DŜƴƛǳǎ IȅǇŜǊ 9ŘƛǘƛƻƴέΣ for simplicity.  Exceptions for Hyper Edition will be noted with the 

phrase Hyper Edition Only.  In addition, screens shown will be from the Hyper Edition of the software, 

but are almost identical to those of the single-account version. 

 When you see text in ALL CAPITAL LETTERS (like that) or in a yellow attention box like this, PAY 

!¢¢9b¢LhbΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ really ought to know, or which could save you grief or 

frustration later.  Please read it carefully. 

 

 

The NSF Section: A Primer On Bounced Check Penalty Fees 

 A user contacted Small Screen Software and asked what NSF fees were.  This section explains.  If you 

already know what NSF fees are ς whether through knowledge or your own unfortunate experience as 

to have been charged them ς or yoǳΩǊŜ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ƘŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ōƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ 

feel free to skip this section.  The rest of you, listen up: tƘƛǎ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘΦ 

 NSF stands for "not sufficient fees". They are more generally known as the $25 to $30 someone gets 

ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ άōƻǳƴŎƛƴƎέ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ όǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƛǎ ǎŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ άōƻǳƴŎŜǎέ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿǊƻǘŜ ƛǘύ.  

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ŦŜŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ŦƻǊ writing a check for an amount an account doesn't have the funds to cover, 

and can be very lucrative for a bank but costly for customers. 

Say, for example, you go to a store and write a check for $63 to pay for a kitchen appliance, but your 

checking account only has $23 in it. When the store presents your check to your bank to collect the $63 

(a check essentially is a promise to pay) and the bank says, "This customer doesn't have enough", the 

bank will return the check to the store and charge you, the customer, a penalty, usually $25 to $30. NSF 

fees are intended to discourage bank customers from being irresponsible in writing checks, and for most 

folks with common sense, the sting of having to give more money away is sufficiently effective. 

And say that after you wrote that $63 check, you wrote three more checks but didn't put any more 

money in your account. Woe is you!  Each of those three additional checks presented to the bank would 

also "bounce", meaning you would incur three more NSF fees - as little as $75 or as high as $105.  (I can 

see some of you nodding your heads.)  You can see how this can get expensive, fast. 

Why might some users not be timely about entering all their transactions in Checkbook Genius?  

¢ƘŜǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ Ƙƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎΦ  Lǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜΥ 
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They spend all their time texting. 

They spend hour after hour doing Facebook® tests. 

They spend days tailoring their MySpace® profiles. 

¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎǘƻǇ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊƛƴƎ®. 

¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ ǎǘŜŀŘȅ ƧƻōΦ 

They have a substance addiction problem. 

¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ άƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀƴȅέΦ 

They have other personal problems that consume their time. 

None of this mattersΧto the bank.  All the bank knows is you presented a check against funds that 

ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ.  The fact that you were distracted ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǎȅƳǇŀǘƘŜǘƛŎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǿƘȅ ƛǘΩǎ 

important to make sure you record every transaction you make ς every check, every debit card 

purchase, every ATM withdrawal.  Failure to subtract from a running account balance is a big reason 

why NSF fees occur ς ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ǉŀȅ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ  /ƘŜŎƪōƻƻƪ DŜƴƛǳǎ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ you stay organized. 

The reason for the warning notice in the Android Market about not being responsible for NSF fees 

(by the prospect who asked the question) is that some people have incorrectly assumed that they have 

no responsibility if they get NSF charges. They are mistaken. If someone enters deposits into Checkbook 

Genius but forgets or is too lazy - for whatever reason - to record charges such as checks or ATM 

withdrawals into the program, and their program's balance shows a higher number than it should, and 

the user goes out and writes checks against that WRONG balance, then that is NOT the program's fault, 

it is the USER'S fault.  (See the Disclaimers and Statements section at the end of this document.) 

Checkbook Genius is a convenience for users with financial accounts who are organized and diligent 

enough to keep accurate records on what they spend, not for folks who think the program will relieve 

them of the responsibility of watching what they spend.  

There's a kind of person whose job is to watch what people spend. LǘΩǎ called an accountant. And 

accountants (at least the ƻƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ƛƴ ǇǊƛǎƻƴύ cost A LOT more than what anyone will spend on 

Checkbook Genius, either edition. 

The concept of user responsibility and the proper use of Checkbook Genius is expressed at the end 

of this manual once again in the Disclaimers and Statements section, should you be curious. 
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How To Upgrade From Previous Versions of Checkbook Genius, Either 

Edition 

NOTE: If you have Version 1.2.0 of Checkbook Genius or prior (one of the free versions) you cannot 

upgrade.  You must purchase Checkbook Genius Hyper Edition 1.5.0 or Checkbook Genius 1.5.0. 

It is suggested you print these pages and review them before proceeding. 

 

Part 1: Preparation 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ƻǾŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƳǇǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ 

you may skip all the steps in Part 1.  

A. Start your existing edition of Checkbook Genius or Checkbook Genius Hyper Edition.  

B. Backup the database with the Backup/Export option from inside the program.(Press the Menu 

button, then choose "More"  and then "Backup/Export" ).  

C. You are now going to make a copy of your data files (yes, a backup of a backup). Attach your 

Android phone to your desktop or laptop computer using a USB-to-mini-USB cable (or whatever fits your 

phone). The SD card on your Android device should be ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀ άǊŜƳƻǾŀōƭŜ ŘǊƛǾŜέ ƻǊ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊΦ όLŦ ȅƻǳ 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎŀōƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ !ƴŘǊƻƛŘ ǇƘƻƴŜ ōƻȄΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōƻǊǊƻǿ ƻƴŜ 

from a friend or pick one up at a major retailer like Walgreens, Best Buy, Target or Walmart.)  

D. /ƻǇȅ ǘƘŜ 9b¢Lw9 ά/ƘōƪDŜƴƛǳǎέ folder so you have a second copy of it. (This copies the CSV 

backup files accounts.csv, transactions.csv, cleared.csv and payeehist.csv.) 

E. Unplug the USB cable ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ !ƴŘǊƻƛŘ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ όōǳǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ƘŀƴŘȅΤ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ shortly). 

 

Part 2: Installation 

F. Go to the Android Market and choose Checkbook Genius Hyper Edition 1.5.0 or Checkbook 

Genius 1.5.0. Choose to install the app (and since this is an upgrade you should NOT have to buy it 

again). Or go to your listing of Downloads and tap the listing for Checkbook Genius; it should say 

ά¦ǇƎǊŀŘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦέ 

DΦ ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎΥ άwŜǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ς The application you 

are installing will replace another application. All previous user data wƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΦέ !ǇǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ  

 



10 

 

IΦ bŜȄǘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΚ !ƭƭƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻΥ 

Phone calls ς read phone state and identity, Storage ς ƳƻŘƛŦȅκŘŜƭŜǘŜ {5 ŎŀǊŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎέΦ !ǇǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ 

The installation procesǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƻƴŜΣ ŜȄƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ όǘŀǇ Ϧ5ƻƴŜϦ 

rather than "Open"). 

 

Part 3: Copy Backup Files 

I. Once again, connect your Android phone to your desktop or laptop computer using the same 

USB-to-mini-USB cable from before.  

J. Copy each of the individual CSV files (accounts.csv, transactions.csv, cleared.csv and 

payeehist.csv) from the second, copied folder (the one you made in Part 1) into the original 

ά/ƘōƪDŜƴƛǳǎέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ (the one that was there before). You will be replacing the files that were created 

just after you installed and ran the program for the first time. 

K. Disconnect your Android device from your desktop or laptop computer by unplugging the USB 

ŎŀōƭŜΦ DƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻƴŜ ŀōƻǳǘ мл ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴǇƭǳƎƎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ Ϧsee" the SD card. 

 

Part 4: Restore Data To The New Program 

L. Restart the application and press the Menu button.  Choose άaƻǊŜέ, and then άwŜǎǘƻǊŜκLƳǇƻǊǘέ. 

A dialog window will appear, ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΩǎ Řŀǘŀ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜΦ  Choose the option for 

ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ά±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ мΦрΦл ƻǊ мΦпΦмέ όƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ мΦпΦмύ ƻǊ ά±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ мΦоΦм ƻǊ мΦоΦлέ όƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ 

from one of those versions) and the process will begin.  A new dialog window will appear indicating the 

backed up data are being imported back into your program. 

M. After a few moments, a message box will appear indicating the restore was successful, and how 

many accounts, transactions, etc., were re-imported. Tap OK to clear the box. 

N. Exit the program and re-start it again. You should see all your data from your previous version of 

Checkbook Genius. 

 

GO TO PAGE 13 AND CONTINUE READING Cwha ά¢¦wb hb !¦¢h-.!/Y¦tέ AT THE TOP OF THE 

PAGE. 
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How To Convert Your Trial Edition To The Paid App 

It is suggested you print these pages and review them before proceeding. 

Part 1: Preparation 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ Řŀǘŀ ƻǾŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜƳǇǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ 

you may skip all the steps in Parts 1, 3 and 4 (and just follow the ones in Part 2).  

 

A. Start Checkbook Genius Trial Edition.  

B. Backup the database with the Backup/Export option from inside the program. (Press the Menu 

button, then choose "More"  and then "Backup/Export").  

C. You are now going to make a copy of your data files (yes, a backup of a backup). Attach your 

Android phone to your desktop or laptop computer using a USB-to-mini-USB cable (or whatever fits 

ȅƻǳǊ ǇƘƻƴŜύΦ ¢ƘŜ {5 ŎŀǊŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ !ƴŘǊƻƛŘ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀ άǊŜƳƻǾŀōƭŜ ŘǊƛǾŜέ ƻǊ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊΦ 

όLŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŎŀōƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŎƘŜŎƪ ȅƻǳǊ !ƴŘǊƻƛŘ ǇƘƻƴŜ ōƻȄΦ LŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ 

borrow one from a friend or pick one up at a major retailer like Walgreens, Best Buy, Target or 

Walmart.)  

D. /ƻǇȅ ǘƘŜ 9b¢Lw9 ά/ƘōƪDŜƴƛǳǎέ folder so you have a second copy of it. (This copies the CSV 

backup files accounts.csv, transactions.csv, cleared.csv and payeehist.csv.) 

E. Unplug the USB cable ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ !ƴŘǊƻƛŘ ŘŜǾƛŎŜ όōǳǘ ƪŜŜǇ ƛǘ ƘŀƴŘȅΤ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅύΦ 

 

Part 2: Installation 

F. Go to the Android Market and choose Checkbook Genius Hyper Edition 1.4.1. Buy the app using 

whatever form of payment you specified to Google Checkout. Press the Install button.  

DΦ ¸ƻǳϥƭƭ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΚ !ƭƭƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻΥ tƘƻƴŜ 

calls ς read phone state and identity, Storage ς modify/ŘŜƭŜǘŜ {5 ŎŀǊŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎέΦ !ǇǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 

ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎΦ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƻƴŜΣ ŜȄƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ όǘŀǇ Ϧ5ƻƴŜϦ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

"Open"). 
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Part 3: Copy Backup Files 

H. Connect your Android phone to your desktop or laptop computer using the same USB-to-mini-

USB cable from before.  

I. Copy each of the individual CSV files (accounts.csv, transactions.csv, cleared.csv and 

payeehist.csv) from the second, copied folder (the one you made in Part 1) into the original 

ά/ƘōƪDŜƴƛǳǎέ ŦƻƭŘŜǊ (the one that was there before). You will be replacing the files that were created 

just after you installed and ran the program for the first time. 

J. Disconnect your Android device from your desktop or laptop computer by unplugging the USB 

cable. Give the phone aboǳǘ мл ǎŜŎƻƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴǇƭǳƎƎŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ϦǎŜŜϦ ǘƘŜ {5 ŎŀǊŘΦ 

 

Part 4: Restore Data To The New Program 

K. Restart the application and press the Menu button.  Choose άaƻǊŜέ, and then 

άwŜǎǘƻǊŜκLƳǇƻǊǘέΦ A dialog window will appear, asking which versionΩǎ Řŀǘŀ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŜΦ  

ChooǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ά±ŜǊǎƛƻƴ мΦрΦл ƻǊ мΦпΦмέ and the process will begin.  A new dialog window will 

appear indicating the backed up data are being imported back into your program. 

L. After a few moments, a message box will appear indicating the restore was successful, and how 

many accounts, transactions, etc., were re-imported. Tap OK to clear the box. 

M. Exit the program and re-start it again. You should see all your data from your previous version of 

Checkbook Genius. 

 

Part 5: Remove The Old Program  

N. Uninstall Checkbook Genius Trial Edition.  Then go to the top of Page 13. 
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TURN ON AUTO-BACKUP!  

One last (important!) thing ς Press the Menu button on your Android device and choose 

άtǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎέΦ {ŎǊƻƭƭ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǎŀȅǎ ά!ǳǘƻ-.ŀŎƪǳǇέΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ά¦ǎŜ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎ ōŀŎƪǳǇέ ōƻȄ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 

ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘΣ /I9/Y L¢Φ ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻƴ ŘƻƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪǳǇǎ ƳŀƴǳŀƭƭȅΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊ 

you, each time you exit it. 

¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƻǿŜǊful Checkbook Genius app! 

Congratulations! And THANK YOU! 

 

Why Was All This Necessary??  

9ŀŎƘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ !ƴŘǊƻƛŘ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ǎǇŀŎŜΦ .ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀǊŎƘƛǘŜŎǘǳǊŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀǇǇ άǇƭǳƎ ƛƴέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǇǇΦ If it were, it would have been 

ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ άōǊƛŘƎŜέ ǘƘŜ Řŀǘŀ ƻǾŜǊΦ .ǳǘΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ȅƻǳǊ Řŀǘŀ ǎŜŎǳǊŜΣ 

Android has its own built-in safeguards that Android developers need to work around. The good news is 

that means better phones without viruses. The bad news is that users and developers have some 

inconvenience to deal with. 

Questions? Problems? Write smallscreensw@gmail.com. 
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Getting Started 

 hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ /ƘŜŎƪōƻƻƪ DŜƴƛǳǎ, tap the icon to start the program.  The firsǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ 

presented with is the new Plain English User License screen.  Please read and check each of the 

ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘŀǇ ǘƘŜ άI Acceptέ ōǳǘǘƻƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ all the conditions in 

order to use the program.   (If you are unwilling to accept the conditions of the license, you may return 

the software to the Android Market for a full refund, within 24 hours of purchase.)  Note that your 

acceptance of this license is not transmitted anywhere. 

 

Accounts Screen (Home Screen) and Entering A New Account 

 ¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΣ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻƳŜ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŀǘ ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΥ 
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 Your first action will be to create an account.  IŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΥ 

 

1. Press the MENU button on your Android device. 
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2. ¢ŀǇ ǘƘŜ άNew Accountέ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ bŜǿ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎΦ 

 

 

3. Enter an account name in the Account Name box.  This can be the name of your bank, credit 

union, or other financial institution. 
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4. Choose an Account Type ōȅ ǘŀǇǇƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛƴƴŜǊ όǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ά/ƘŜŎƪƛƴƎέύΦ  

You may choose one of Checking, Savings, Credit Card, IRA or Investment.   

 

5. If you want to type additional remarks about the account, enter those in the Remarks box. 

6. Type the balance at which you want to start your recordkeeping in the Starting Balance box. 
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7.  Hyper Edition Only   If you want to choose a color other than black, you can tap the Color 

button and choose one of the 16 colors.  When you have made your choice, tap OK. 
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8. After entering all your account information, tap the Save ōǳǘǘƻƴΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

home screen, which will now show your first account, along with the balance you just entered. 

 

 

9. Hyper Edition Only   If you have additional accounts you wish to enter, repeat the steps above.  
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 Your screen, after entering several accounts, might look like this (at least if you have a little money): 
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Sorting Accounts 

 Hyper Edition Only  You can sort account information quickly and easily.  To sort account 

information: 

1. Press the Menu button on your Android device. 

2. /ƘƻƻǎŜ άaƻǊŜΦέ 

3. Scroll down the menu options and cƘƻƻǎŜ ά/ƘŀƴƎŜ {ƻǊǘ hǊŘŜǊΦέ 

4. Tap the drop-down spinner and choose a different sort order. 

5. To commit your choice, tap the Close button. 

6. To cancel your choice, press the Back button on your Android device to clear the dialog 

window. 
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Low Balance Colors 

 For non-credit card accounts, normally, your balances will appear in white, meaning you have 

enough ƳƻƴŜȅΦ  .ǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǊŀǊŜ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎ όƭŜǘΩǎ ƘƻǇŜύ ƛƴ which your balance drops below 100.00 (the 

default at installation time), the balance will appear in yellow: 

 

 And if it ever goes negative, the balance will appear in red: 

 

 For credit card accounts, all balances appear in white. 

 NOTE ς You may choose your own low balance threshold, a figure other than 100.00.  See the 

section on Preferences for details on how to change this. 
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Transactions Screen and Entering Transactions 

 !ŦǘŜǊ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ  Here are the steps to follow: 

 

1. On the Accounts screen (home screen), tap the account you wish to use.   This will present the 

Transactions screen.  LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀ 

ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άNo transactions entered.έ 

 

 

Hyper Edition Only   Note that the color you chose for your account shows on the title bar and 

the total area at the bottom of the screen. 

2. Press the MENU button on your Android device. 
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3. Tap the New Transaction option.  
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4. On the New Transaction screen, enter the following information: 

 

 

a. ¢ƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴ όƛŦ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΤ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŘŀǘŜύΦ Tapping the 

5ŀǘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ ƻǇŜƴǎ ŀ ŘŀǘŜ ǇƛŎƪŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘƛŎƘ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ άҌέ ŀƴŘ ά-ά 

buttons, or type the values in by hand. (See inset, above, right.) 

b. The amount of the transaction in the Amount box. 

c. The name of the payee in the Payee box.  NOTE: If the program recognizes the name of 

ŀ ǇŀȅŜŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀ ŘǊƻǇ-down box with 

all names matching that naming pattern. 

d. If there is a check number, you may enter that in the Chk #/Rem box.  (You may also use 

this box to type confirmation numbers for online bill payments, or reminder remarks.) 

e. Select the type of transaction by tapping the Type spinner.   

i. For Credit Card transactions, the only transaction types you may use are 

Payment and Charge. 

ii. For all other transactions, you may use any of the other transaction types except 

Payment and Charge. 

 
To set a date, tap the Date field. A date 
picker will appear. 
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5. When you have finished entering a transaction, tap Save.  The balance will be updated at the 

bottom of the screen. 

 

 

bƻǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘȅǇŜ ŎƻƭǳƳƴǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƴ ƛŎƻƴ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άdirectionέ of the 

transaction:   

¶ For all account types except Credit Card, anything that adds money to the account is 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊŜŜƴ άҌέ ǎȅƳōƻƭΦ  !ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǳōǘǊŀŎǘǎ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƛǎ 

ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜŘ ά-ά ǎȅƳōƻƭΦ 

¶ For Credit Card ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜ ςanything that adds money to the outstanding balance 

(like a charge) is reprŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜŘ άҌέ ǎȅƳōƻƭ όǎƛƴŎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜōǘύΦ  !ƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ 

that subtracts money from the outstanding balance (like a payment) is represented with a green 

ά-ά ǎȅƳōƻƭΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ǘȅǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǾŜǊǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘŜǊΣ ǎƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴ Ƴƛnd.  Your 

balance on a Credit Card account represents your outstanding balance owed and is, in effect, a 

negative number. 
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 After a decent amount of account activity your screen might look something like this: 
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Presets ð Quick Entry For Repeated Transactions 

 LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ /ƘŜŎƪōƻƻƪ DŜƴƛǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƘƛƭŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŜ-define payee/amount combinations 

to make it easier to enter them ς such transactions are called presets.  Presets are ideal for repeated 

payments you make month after month ς such as insurance payments, credit card payments, or 

recurring billing transactions. 

 The fastest way to create a preset is: 

 

1. Press and hold the line with the transaction you want to make into a preset. 

2. When the pop-ǳǇ ƳŜƴǳ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎΣ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ άaŀƪŜ ¢Ƙƛǎ ! tǊŜǎŜǘέΦ 

 

 

 

¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛǘΗ  ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŜŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ 

ǘǊŀƴǎŀŎǘƛƻƴΣ ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΥ 

 

1. Press the Menu button on your Android device. 

2. Tap New Transaction. 

3. Tap the Preset button. 

4. When the list of presets appears, tap the one you wish to use. 






































































